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PENISTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Year  ending  December  51st,  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Penistone  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  I 
have  compiled  the  Report  upon  the  lines  of  a  memorandum  issued 
from  its  office. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Physical  Features,  etc. — The  Rural  District  is  very  hilly,  and 
its  elevation  above  sea-level  varies  from  200  feet  to  1,668  feet.  It  is 
shaped  somewhat  like  the  letter  “  L  ”  lying  on  its  side,  and  includes 
seven  parishes: — Thurgoland,  Silkstone,  Cawthorne,  Oxspring, 
Hunshelf,  Langsett,  and  High  Hoyland.  A  considerable  part  of 
Langsett  is  moorland.  The  area  is  16,258  acres.  It  is  drained  by 
the  Don,  the  Little  Don,  the  Dearne,  and  their  tributaries. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  seven  parishes  of  the 
District  at  the  census  of  1921  was  5,672.  As  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  for  statistical  purposes,  the  population  in  1925  for 
births  and  deaths  has  been  returned  at  5,830. 

The  inhabitants  are  principally  employed  in  steel  and  iron 
works,  in  coal  mining  and  stone  quarrying,  in  wire  drawing,  in 
agriculture,  and  in  the  services  appertaining  to  such  industries. 
There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  District.  For  suitable  cases  there 
are  available  the  General  Hospitals  at  Barnsley  and  Sheffield,  and 
the  Isolation  Hospitals  near  Penistone. 

Vital  Statistics 

As  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  1,304  the  number  of 
persons  per  house  works  out  at  an  average  of  4.4.  In  1921  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  was  1,272. 


Births. — The  births  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year 
have  been  124 — males  67,  females  57.  This  gives  a  birth-rate  of 
21.2  per  1000  of  the  population,  slightly  lower  than  the  figure  for 
1924 — 22.5,  but  comparing  most  favourably  with  that  for  all  England 
— 18.3.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  lower  than  the  average  for  the 
District  of  the  immediately  preceding  decade — 23.9.  The  births 
registered  in  the  District  had  a  distribution  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Thurgoland 

10 

15 

25 

Silkstone  ... 

28 

22 

5° 

Cawthorne 

15 

7 

22 

Oxspring  ... 

7 

5 

1 2 

Hunshelf  ... 

4 

5 

9 

Langsett  ... 

1 

3 

4 

High  Hoyland 

2 

0 

2 

Totals 

67 

57 

I24 

Deaths. — The  number 

of  deaths 

from  all  causes 

registered  in 

the  District  during  the  year  was  58 — males  38,  females  20.  This 
gives  a  death-rate  of  9.9  per  thousand  of  the  population.  When, 
however,  the  number  is  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
it  becomes  73,  representing  a  death-rate  of  12.5,  a  figure  greater  than 
that  for  1924 — 10.3,  but  approximately  equal  to  that  for  England 
and  Wales — 12.2,  and  to  the  average  for  the  District  of  the  imme¬ 
diately  preceding  ten  years — 12.5.  Inquests  were  held  in  three  cases. 
The  deaths  outside  the  District  occurred  at  Penistone,  Barnsley, 
Darton,  York,  Sheffield,  Hoylandswaine,  and  Thurstonland  The 
increase  in  the  corrected  death-rate  from  10.3  during  1924  to  12.5 
during  1925  is  not  in  my  opinion  a  matter  for  any  disquietude,  for, 
out  of  a  total  of  73  deaths,  no  fewer  than  28  occurred  among  persons 
over  65  years  of  age.  Thus  the  increase  is  not  a  reflection  upon  the 
natural  salubrity  of  the  District,  but  is  rather  an  expression  of  that 
toll  which  is  inevitably  levied  by  the  Gleaner  upon  those  in  the 
decline  of  life. 


The  distribution  of 

the  deaths 

within  the 

District  was 

follows  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Thurgoland 

8 

7 

15 

Silkstone 

16 

6 

22 

Cawthorne  ... 

8 

5 

13 

Oxspring 

i 

...  1 

2 

Hunshelf 

3 

...  1 

4 

Langsett 

2 

0 

2 

High  Hoyland 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

1  CO 

1  CO 

• 

• 

20 

58 

Infantile  Mortality, — The  deaths  among  children  under  one 
year  of  age  numbered  14,  a  mortality  rate  of  112.9  per  thousand 
births.  This  is  higher  than  last  year  when  the  rate  was  53.5,  and  is 
also  above  the  average  for  the  preceding  decade — 78.6. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  under  one  year  : — 


Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  2 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  2 

Debility  from  Birth  ...  ...  1 

Marasmus  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broncho-Pneumonia  ...  ...  1 

Gastro-Enteritis  ...  ...  2 

Generalised  Dermatitis  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  14 


This  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  is  no  matter  for  con¬ 
gratulation.  Analysis,  however,  reveals  the  fact  that  no  less  than 
50  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  acute  Respiratory  Diseases, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  such  should  be  preventible.  Thus  if  mothers 
could  be  persuaded  to  allow  their  infants  to  sleep  in  their  prams  out 
of  doors  during  the  day  time,  much  benefit  would  follow.  As  it  is, 
it  is  too  frequently  my  experience  to  find  such  children  asleep  in 
their  prams  with  the  hoods  up,  in  living  rooms  where  the  tempera¬ 
ture  is  high,  and  the  atmosphere  impregnated  with  cooking  fumes. 
Fresh  air  and  still  more  fresh  air  is  required. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — The  deaths  registered  as  occurring 
from  Respiratory  Diseases  numbered  17 — males  12,  females  5. 
Bronchitis  was  responsible  for  6 — males  5,  females  1  ;  Pneumonia 
(all  forms  except  Tuberculosis)  for  6 — males  3,  females  3  ;  Tubercu¬ 
losis  2 — both  males  ;  and  unclassified  Respiratory  Diseases  3 — 
males  2,  females  1. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  is  still  too 
high.  At  the  same  time,  that  the  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis  have  been  halved,  is  a  very  satisfactory  feature.  Nevertheless, 
that  such  cases  should  occur  at  all,  in  a  District  so  inherently  healthy, 
is  most  disturbing.  If  it  were  only  fully  realised  that  Tuberculosis 
is  essentially  a  disease  of  darkness  ;  of  foul  air  and  overcrowding, 
and  if  such  a  realisation  was  followed  by  concerted  action,  in  three 
generations  that  scourge  could  be  driven  away,  that  blot  upon  our 
vaunted  civilisation  removed.  But  the  vis  inertice  of  the  people, 
that  folding  of  the  hands  in  ignorant  complacency,  will  have  to  be 
overcome  and  their  active  co-operation  enlisted. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  District. 

The  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority 
are  two  in  number,  one  for  Fever  cases  and  one  for  Smallpox.  The 


latter  is  within  the  area,  the  former  outside,  but  near  Penistone. 
Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  and 
homeless  children,  exists  in  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary  at  Penistone. 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  admitted,  when  circum¬ 
stances  permit,  to  the  adjacent  county  Sanatoria. 

For  maternity,  children,  non-infectious  cases,  and  cases  of  acci¬ 
dent,  the  general  hospitals  at  Sheffield  and  Barnsley  are  available. 

A  conveyance  is  supplied  by  the  Authority  for  the  carriage  of 
fever  cases  to  the  fever  hospitals.  For  other  cases,  ambulances  are 
provided  by  the  several  works  in  or  near  the  District,  and  by  the 
Sheffield  hospitals  for  contributors  to  the  penny-in-the-pound  scheme  ; 
other  arrangements  are  matters  of  private  treaty. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — Owing  to  the  facts  that 
the  population  is  widely  scattered  throughout  the  District,  and  that 
the  distances  are  so  great,  the  establishment  of  Clinics  and  Treatment 
Centres  remains  in  abeyance,  and  those  who  desire  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  such  agencies  have  to  go  outside  the  area  to  Stocksbridge  or 
to  Penistone. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  are  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — a  part-time  officer, — and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  is  also  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances — a  whole¬ 
time  officer. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  This  is  solely  in  the 
hands  of  voluntary  agencies,  and  the  various  parishes  have  their 
Nursing  Associations,  supported  by  voluntary  contributions.  No 
arrangements  are  made  for  the  nursing  of  infectious  cases  at  home, 
but  in  cases  of  epidemics  a  health  visitor  may  be  sent  into  the 
District  on  the  instruction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  The 
Midwives  of  the  District  are  the  nurses  of  the  several  Nursing  Asso¬ 
ciations,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  District  is  so  served  by 
nurses  resident  in  adjacent  areas.  There  is,  however,  one  midwife 
practising  at  Silkstone. 

Under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918,  a  sufficient 
supply  of  food  and  milk  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  of 
milk  for  infants  and  children  under  five  years  of  age  is  available. 

Legislation  in  force  : — 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Section  16,  P.H.A.,  90  ;  adopted  in  1924. 

Slaughter  House  Regulations  ;  adopted  1925. 

Local  Bye-laws. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water.— The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  obtained  from  the 
Penistone  and  Barnsley  Reservoirs,  from  the  Wortley  Water  Com- 


pany,  and  from  public  and  private  springs  and  wells.  Silkstone, 
Cawthorne,  High  Hoyland,  Oxpring,  and  Lower  Thurgoland  have  a 
good  and  regular  supply.  Langsett  has  an  inherently  good  supply, 
but  this  is  still  liable  to  contamination  from  farm  livestock.  During 
the  year  a  new  water  main  has  been  constructed  at  Tivydale,  Caw- 
th  orne,  and  a  new  main  up  Bower  Hill,  Oxspring.  These,  with  the 
introduction  of  new  water  supplies  to  Crane  Moor  and  Oxspring, 
constitute  the  chief  improvements  during  the  past  five  years.  The 
rest  of  the  District,  which  depends  on  springs  and  wells,  has  an 
unsatisfactory  supply,  irregular  in  amount  and  quality,  and  of 
varying  accessibility.  Many  of  the  wells,  too,  are  surface  wells,  and 
as  such  are  subject  to  surface  pollution.  But  here  again  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made  during  the  last  five  years,  and  the  present 
state  of  affairs  is  more  satisfactory  than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time 
past. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — As  reported  last  year,  sulphuric  acid 
from  the  wire-drawing  mills  on  their  banks,  and  ochre-containing 
colliery  fluids  continue  to  constitute  a  source  of  serious  pollution. 
The  rivers  are  channels  of  water,  but  are  destitute  of  fluvial  life. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Parts  of  the  District — Silkstone, 
Cawthorne,  Silkstone  Common,  Lower  Thurgoland,  and  Oxspring — 
have  satisfactory  methods  of  sewage  disposal  by  means  of  sediment 
tanks  and  filter  beds,  the  effluents  being  singularly  pure.  Elsewhere 
the  methods  in  vogue  are  unsatisfactory.  Marked  improvements  in 
many  individual  properties,  however,  are  taking  place,  and  in  such 
a  connection  the  zeal  and  energy  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  sanitary  inspector, 
call  for  the  warmest  approbation.  During  the  last  five  years 
improvements  have  taken  place  at  Oxspring,  Cawthorne,  and  Silk¬ 
stone. 

During  the  year  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Oxspring 
were  completed.  This  village,  both  as  regards  its  drainage  and  its 
water  supply,  is  now  very  favourably  placed. 

Several  new  drains  have  been  laid  at  Silkstone  and  Oxspring, 
and  a  new  filter-bed  at  Cawthorne. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  greater  part  of  the  District  is 
still  furnished  with  dry  closets.  These,  while  quite  satisfactory  in 
themselves,  require  to  be  emptied  much  more  frequently.  To  this 
I  have  referred  more  than  once.  Water-closets,  where  the  water 
supply  permits,  are  happily  increasing  in  number.  This  is  particu- 
so  at  Silkstone  and  Oxspring.  Details  will  be  found  in  Table 

Scavenging. — During  the  year  an  assisted  scavenging  scheme 
has  been  brought  into  operation  in  the  District,  and  refuse  is  now 
being  removed  by  the  Council  weekly  and  monthly  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  parishes — Oxspring,  Cawthorne,  Thurgoland,  and  Silkstone. 


This  scheme  is  still  in  its  infancy,  and  its  success  depends  entirely 
upon  the  co-operation  of  the  householders.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  latter  will  increasingly  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered, 
facilities  that  at  a  nominal  charge  will  clear  their  outhouses  from 
those  accumulations  of  house  refuse,  etc.,  which  for  so  long  have 
been  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  District  ;  and  that  those  who 
have  not  yet  intimated  their  desire  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of 
the  scheme,  will  realize  their  responsibilities  not  only  to  themselves, 
but  to  their  neighbours,  and  fall  into  line.  For  the  inauguration  of 
this  scheme,  the  District  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  enterprise  of  Mr. 
Owen,  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

This  scheme  is  the  only  improvement  which  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  five  years. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District, — A  statement  of  the 
number  of  premises  visited,  of  the  defects  and  nuisances  discovered, 
and  of  the  action  and  result  of  action  taken  in  regard  to  these,  will 
be  found  in  Table  “  C  ”  appended  to  this  Report. 

schools, — There  are  eleven  schools  in  the  District.  The  sani¬ 
tary  conditions  are  fairly  adequate.  The  water  supply  varies  with 
the  locality  of  the  buildings,  and  is  subject  to  the  variations  prevail¬ 
ing  in  the  District.  The  new  water  service  installed  at  Oxspring 
School  is  operating  satisfactorily.  No  school  had  to  be  closed  on 
public  health  grounds  during  the  year.  For  financial  reasons,  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  found  expedient  to  close  the  schools  at  Silkstone  in 
February,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  amongst  the  scholars. 
During  this  outbreak  the  services  of  a  visiting  nurse  were  requisi¬ 
tioned.  All  the  schools  are  disinfected  during  the  holiday  seasons, 
and  after  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease  on  the  premises. 

Structural  alterations  are  now  in  progress  at  Thurgoland  School. 
These,  when  completed,  will  bring  the  school  more  into  line  with 
modern  requirements  and  will  be  an  immense  boon  to  the  scholars. 

Inspections  are  periodically  made,  and  matters  relating  to  the 
health  of  the  scholars  discussed  with  their  teachers. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  stated  that  it  would  be  advantageous 
if  slates  and  sponges  were  altogether  dispensed  with,  and  individual 
pens  and  pencils  supplied,  with  lockers  for  their  accommodation  and 
that  of  other  personal  impedimenta.  I  also  gave  it  as  my  considered 
opinion  that  school  canteens  should  be  established,  at  which  scholars 
coming  from  a  distance  could  be  supplied  with  a  hot  meal  during 
the  dinner-hour  ;  and  that  accommodation  should  be  provided 
whereby  such  children  during  inclement  weather  might  be  enabled 
to  discard  their  wet  footgear  and  don  dry  shoes  and  stockings.  The 
adoption  of  such  proposals  is  still  a  paramount  necessity.  This 
year,  however,  I  would  emphasize  the  importance  of  conducting  as 
many  classes  as  possible  cut  of  doors,  during  the  summer  months. 
If  the  beneficent  effect  of  direct  sunlight  is  to  be  adequately  utilized, 


no  other  measures  will  suffice.  It  is  of  no  use  whatever  having  large 
windows  with  the  idea  that  they  will  admit  the  sunlight.  They 
certainly  admit  the  sunlight  as  an  illuminant,  but  as  ordinary 
window-glass  shuts  out  those  rays  of  sunlight — the  ultra-violet  rays 
— which  are  so  health-giving,  it  is  obvious  that  windows  in  such  a 
connection  are  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  It  is  the  direct  sunlight 
that  is  requited.  Sunlight,  however,  must  not  be  confused  with 
sunheat.  Thus  such  open-air  classes  should  be  conducted  either  well 
before  noon  or  in  the  late  afternoon. 

Milk  Supply  . — All  the  cowkeepers  in  the  District  are  purveyors 
of  milk,  and  the  supply  on  the  whole  has  kept  pace  with  the  demand. 

There  are  now  fifty  cowsheds  on  the  register,  and  these  have 
been  inspedfed  at  intervals  during  the  year,  and  found  fairly  satis¬ 
factory.  No  prosecutions  have  taken  place. 

Other  Foods. — No  public  abattoir  has  yet  been  established  in 
the  District.  The  private  slaughter-houses  have  been  periodically 
visited  and  inspected,  and  existing  powers  have  been  found  to  be 
adequate  for  dealing  with  any  insanitary  conditions  in  such  places. 
There  were  two  seizures  of  unsound  food  (Tuberculous  carcases) 
during  the  year. 

Private  Slaughter-houses. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925, 

Registered  ...  6  ...  2  ...  2 

Licensed  ...  o  ...  10  ...  9 

Total  ...  6  '12  11 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  generally. — With  the  exception  of  Influ¬ 
enza,  which  assumed  epidemic  dimensions  during  the  spring  and 
autumn  months  of  the  year,  the  adult  population  of  the  District 
enjoyed  a  remarkable  immunity  from  serious  infectious  disease  in 
1925,  On  the  other  hand,  the  children  were  less  happy,  and  out¬ 
breaks  of  Measles,  Mumps,  and  Whooping  Cough  had  to  be  dealt 
with.  Measles  were  particularly  prevalent  at  Silkstone  and  Oxspring 
in  February,  and  Whooping  Cough  and  Mumps  in  the  autumn. 
Thurgoland  also  suffered  much  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
during  the  fall,  and  from  a  small  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

A  supply  of  Anti-Diphtheritic  Serum  is  always  on  hand,  and  its 
prompt  administration  urged  in  all  cases  suspected  to  be  suffering 
from  the  disease. 

No  return  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  noted. 

Bacteriological  aids  to  diagnosis  are  within  reach  at  Wakefield. 
The  results  of  examination,  particularly  in  cases  suspected  of  Diph¬ 
theria,  ought  to  be  communicated  to  the  practitioner  by  telegram. 


Arrangements  for  isolation  exist  in  the  Isolation  Hospitals  near 
Penistone.  Where  cases  are  treated  at  home,  as  complete  an  isola¬ 
tion  as  is  possible  is  carried  out. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  carefully  investigated,  and 
every  possible  step  taken  to  trace  their  source,  and  to  limit  and 
stamp  out  infection. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  in  all  cases,  and  premises,  bedding, 
clothing,  etc.,  are  systematically  disinfected. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  32  cases 
of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  were  reported.  In  1924  there  were  22. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nature  and  distribution  of  the 
cases  except  those  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 
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Diphtheria. — The  case  was  treated  at  home.  The  source  of 
infection  could  not  be  discovered. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Thirteen  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital- 
It  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  the  epidemic  which  affected 
Thurgoland,  and  the  outbreak  was  peculiar  in  so  far  that  the  bulk 
of  the  cases  occurred  among  young  people  who  were  not  in  contact, 
and  who  lived  in  houses  relatively  remote  from  one  another. 

Several  of  the  cases  were  severe,  and  one — of  the  haemorrhagic 
type — unhappily  proved  fatal. 

Cerebro=SpinaI  Meningitis. — A  special  report  on  this  case  was 
sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Puerperal  Fever. — This  was  a  mild  case.  Strict  disinfection 
of  the  impedimenta,  etc.,  of  the  nurse  in  attendance  was  carried  out. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Two  cases  notified,  one  from  Hun- 
shelf  and  one  from  Oxspring.  No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 


Housing. 

General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. — The  total 
number  of  houses  is  1,304,  and  the  number  for  the  working  classes  is 
1,272.  This  represents  an  increase  of  25  in  the  latter. 

There  is  illimitable  scope  for  great  improvement  and  radical 
alteration  in  the  housing  conditions  of  the  District.  The  bulk  of 
the  houses  are  old,  and  full  of  architectural  defects,  and  many  are 
dilapidated.  Bedroom  accommodation  is  deficient  ;  windows  are 
small,  dampness  of  walls  is  common,  and  cooking  and  washing 
facilities  are  inadequate.  With  such  materials  to  work  upon,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  progress  is  slow  and  often  disheartening.  Still, 
improvements  are  taking  place,  but  new  houses  and  still  more  new 
houses  are  required.  An  addition  of  thirty  in  five  years  is  merely 
negligible.  A  summary  of  the  housing  work  done  during  the  year 
will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  this  Report. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  number  of  workshops  (nine)  remains  unchanged.  They 
have  been  periodically  inspected  and  found  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 
A  Register  of  Works  is  kept  at  the  Council  Offices. 

The  Special  Needs  of  the  District, 

The  matters  to  which  I  would  direct  your  immediate  attention 
are  : — 

1.  The  undertaking  by  the  Authority  of  the  scavenging  of  the 
District. 

2.  The  provision  of  an  adequate  supply  of  drinking  water  for 
Thurgoland  and  Hunshelf. 

3.  The  better  housing  of  the  working  classes,  and  the  enforcing 
of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  EASTON,  M.D. 


April  30th ,  1926. 


TABLE  C.  1925. 


Pemstov\e  Rura\  Samtary  District. 


Nuisance  Inspections— 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1925,. for  Nuisances  only— 80 
Nuisances  reported  in  1925 — 38  Total  needing  abatement  — 93 

Nuisances  in  hand  end  of  1924 — 55  Abated  during  1925 — 75 

Outstanding  end  of  1925 — 18 
Informal  Notices  served — 41  Complied  with— 22 

Statutory  Notices  served — 2  Complied  with— 0 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings— 0 
Filthy  Houses,  Cleansing  of — Nil  Any  notices  served  under  Sec.  46  of 

P.H.A.  1875  (or  any  other  Act) — 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c.— 

Common  Lodging  Houses — No.  in  District,  0  ;  total  No.  of  Inspec¬ 
tions  made,  0  ;  general  condition  — 

Legal  proceedings— 0 
Canal  Boats— 0 
Knackers’  Yards — 0 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds — 1  ;  Inspections —  ;  Condition- 
Offensive  Trades— No.  in  District,  0  ;  No.  on  Register,  0  ;  Total  No. 

of  Inspections  made,  0  ;  Legal  Proceedings,  0 
Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offensive 
trades  ?— No 

Drainage  and  Sewerage— 

Developments  during  1925 — New  main  and  branch  sewers  at  Ox¬ 
spring. 

Developments  still  needed — Want  of  sewers — New  sewers  at  Little 
London,  Oxspring. 

Improvement  of  defective  sewers — 

Sewage  Disposal  W orks — (a)  Any  inadequacy — Olay  Hall,  Cawthorne 
(b)  Any  complaints — Yes  ;  from  West  Riding  Rivers  Board 
Are  there  any  sink-wastes  still  needing  disconnection— No 

Closet  Accommodation  — 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens — Three-sixteenths  of  total 
No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets — 32 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens — Eleven-sixteenths  of  total 

No.  of  Water  Closets — 138  ;  Waste  Water  Closets — 0 

No.  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1925 — (a)  as  W.C.’s,  33  ; 

(5)  other,  0 

No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in  1925 — 

(a)  W.C.’s,  0  ;  {b)  other,  0 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1925  for  new  houses — (a)  W.C.’s,  30  ; 

(b)  other,  0 

Scavenging — 

Any  change  during  1925? — Yes,  assisted  scheme  in  operation  by 
Council 

Performed  by  (a)  Council —  (b)  Contractor — 

(c)  Owners  or  Occupiers — Both 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of  ?  No.  of  loads  to  (a)  Destructor — None. 

(6)  Tips— 60  loads  (c)  Farmers —  ( d )  Total  annual  cost — 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where? — Generally 

Any  utilization  of  waste  material  ? — No 


Water  Supply— 


Any  developments  during  1925— New  mains  at  Oxspring  and  Caw- 
thorne 

Restricted  in  any  way? — No 
If  so,  for  how  many  days  ? — 

Hours  of  day  when  cut  off— 

Any  general  insufficiency,  and  where  ? — Thurgoland  and  Hunshelf 
Any  action  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where — No 
Any  new  sources  added  ? — No.  Any  disused  sources  re-used— No 

Milk  Supply— 

Are  Two  Registers  being  kept  as  required  by  Section  2  (3)  of  the 
1922  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act?— (a)  For  Retailers, 
Yes  (5)  For  Oow-keepers  or  Wholesale  Traders,  Yes 
Have  any  Licences  been  granted  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  1922,  to  distributors  of? — “Certified”  milk — No. 
“Grade  A  ” — No.  “  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  tested)  ” — No. 

“  Grade  A  (Pasteurised)  ” — No.  “  Pasteurised  ” — No. 

Have  you  had  samples  of  Graded  Milk  tested — No 
Have  any  retailers  been  removed  from  the  Register  ? — No 
No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis  under  F.  &  D. 
Acts— 0  No.  adulterated — 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation — 0 

What  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  Dairy  Cows— 
By  request 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1925 — No 
No.  of  Milk  Cows  kept  in  District — 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district — 56  No.  registered— 50 

No.  of  Retail  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers— 28  No.  who  are 
Milk  Retailers  only — 0  Total  No.  of  Milk  Sellers  registered — 0 
Total  No.  of  Cowsheds — 120  No.  of  Inspections  in  1925 — 162 
Cowkeepers,  ;  Retailers, 

Date  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations— 

Any  Legal  Action — No 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk  is  sent — 


Other  Foods— 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A.  for  exam¬ 
ination  under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Acts — 0  No.  adulterated — 

Any  special  examination  of  Milk  for  Dirt  ? — No 

No.  of  seizures  of  unsound  food— 2  ;  Kind  and  quantity — T.B. 
organs  ;  No.  of  Prosecutions — 

Any  Public  Abattoir  ?— No 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses — 11  :  No.  registered— 2  ;  No.  licensed — 9  ; 
Unsatisfactory,  structurally  or  in  bad  position — 0 

No.  of  times  each  Slaughter  house  inspected — Monthly 

Total  No.  of  Inspections — 132 

No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs,  ;  (6)  Unsound  Food,  ; 

(c)  re  Slaughter  Houses — 

No.  of  Bakehouses —  Any  underground —  Total  No.  of  Inspec¬ 

tions — 

Schools— 

No.  of  Schools  in  District — Eleven.  No.  visited  by  M.O.H. — All 

Action  taken— Advisory  Schools  closed  by  M.O.H. — None 


Factories  and  Workshops— 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken —  No.  of  cautions — 

Legal  notices —  Summonses — 

No.  of  Workshops —  Times  each  Workshop  was  inspected— 

Total  Inspections — 

Any  Industrial  Welfare  Workers  appointed  — 

Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  District — 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890— Section  16 

Do.  Do.  1907— Slaughter-house 

Regulations 

Any  Urban  Powers  obtained  in  1925— No 


Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  District,  and  date  of  approvaj 

Any  relaxation  of  Byelaws  under  Section  24  of  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  1919— No 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases  — 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  in  1925— Influenza,  Mumps,  Measles, 
and  Whooping  Cough.  State  months — February  and  Autumn 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list — No 
Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District — No 
Any  undue  prevalence  of  Venereal  Diseases? — No 
Any  prevalence  of  Jaundice,  and  at  what  ages  ? — No 


Hospitals  and  other  Institutions— 

(a)  General  :  Accident — None.  Where  ?  — 

Children — None.  Where? — 

(b)  Local  :  Hospital,  Cottage — None 

(c)  Infectious,  General — One.  Where  ? — Near  PenLtone 

Smallpox— One.  Where? — Near  Penistone 

(cZ)  Maternity — None  Where  ? — 

Any  arrangements  for  nursing  Puerperal  Fever  cases  ? — Sent 
into  hospital 

(e)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centre  not  provided  by  County  Council 
Scheme — None 

Whether  any  other  disease  {e.g.  Pneumonia)  is  treated  in  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital — No 

Any  change  or  extension  of  (a)  General  Infectious  Hospital — None 

(b)  Smallpox  Hospital — None 


Tuberculosis— 

Inspection  of  Patient’s  home  and  workshop— Yes 
Examination  for  contacts— Yes 

Is  house  disinfected — Y  es  When  ? — When  free  from  patient 

Leaflets,  Lectures,  etc.,  distributed— No 
Action  re  Spitting  ? — Advice 

Is  sputum  examined  apart  from  Dispensary— Yes 
Any  special  procedure  adopted  in  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
with  T.B.  in  sputum? — Burning  of  sputum 
Are  the  requirements  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations  as  to  notification 
observed  by  general  practitioners? — Yes 


Bacteriology— 

(County  Laboratory)  Any  suggestions — Results  ought  to  be  com¬ 
municated  by  wire 

Infantile  Mortality— 

Any  suggestions — Leaflets  as  to  desirability  of  fresh  air 
Any  Voluntary  Centres  for  Child  or  Mother  Welfare  ?— No 
Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1925 — Acute  Respiratory 
Diseases 

Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants.  Any  action  ? — As  before 


Suggestions  will  be  welcomed  regarding — 

(a)  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Schemes — 

( b )  Ante-natal  schemes— 

Vital  Statistics— 

Number  of  Still  Births  during  1925 — No  record 
Deaths  during  1925 — (1)  Dross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered 
in  the  district,  without  any  correction — Males  30,  Females  28 
(2)  Number  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above) — None 

Mortuaries— 

What  mortuary  accommodation  — 

(a)  for  accidents — None 

(b)  for  infectious  cases  other  than  at  Hospital — None 

(c)  For  other  purposes— None 
Any  suggestions  made  by  M.O.H.  ? — 

Sanitary  Staff— 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  M.O.H. — £65 
Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector — W.  H.  Owen 
Annual  Salary  as  Inspector — £154 
Other  appointments  held — Surveyor 
Salary  for  such  other  appointments— £160 
Any  Assistants— No. 

Is  Staff  sufficient — Yes 

Does  M  O.H.  receive  copies  of  Memos,  and  Circulars  distributed  by 
Ministry  of  Health? — Yes. 

Clinics— Any  suggestions? — 

Tuberculosis— No 

Venereal  Diseases — How  advertised  and  if  any  difficulty  in  reaching 
nearest — No 
Child  Welfare-No 
Ante-Natal — No 
School — No 
Dental — No 
Ophthalmia — No 

Any  Remarks  as  to— 

Voluntary  Agencies  for  social  betterment — No 
District  Nursing  Association — No 
Any  Dispensary — No 
Purpose  of — No 

Health  Visiting  (co-operation  with  local  M.O.H.) — No 
Tuberculosis,  Home  Visiting — No 
Dental  Service — No 
Midwifery  Services— No 

Propaganda  work  re  Tuberculosis,  Child  Welfare,  or  Venereal 
Diseases  — No 

Housing — See  Table  D — but  please  state  No.  of  Certificates  given  under 
Increase  of  Rent  (Restriction)  Act,  1920,  Sec.  2  (2) — 

Special  Reports  and  Investigations  on  any  Subjects —None 
Report  on  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

Supplementary  Remarks  as  to  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District. 
Suggestions  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  extended  notes  from 
any  of  the  foregoing  entries. — 

1.  The  undertaking  by  the  Authority  of  the  scavenging  of  the 

District. 

2.  The  provision  of  an  adequate  supply  of  drinking  water  for 

Thurgoland  and  Hunshelf. 

8.  The  better  housing  of  the  working  classes,  and  the  enforcing  of 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act. 


Summary  of  Housing  Work  during  1925. 

Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of  1924- 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation.  (Section  28,  1919  ;  Section 
10,  1923) -20 

Houses  (recorded  under  “Housing”)  with  minor  defects.  (Public 
Health  Acts)— 35  per  cent. 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation.  (Section  17)  1909—8 

Houses  inspected  for  “  Housing  defects”  in  1925  under  Acts  and  Regu¬ 
lations. 

Total  inspected  and  recorded— 50 

Houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection— 28 

Houses  needing  further  action— 19 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit.  Action  under  Section  28,  1919  ;  Section  10 
of  1923  ;  and  Section  1,  1925. 

Houses  found  with  defects— 3 

Houses  of  this  class  remedied  without  formal  notice — 16 
Houses  in  regard  to  which  formal  notices  were  served — 2 
Houses  made  fit  after  formal  notice — 0 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  owner  elected  to  close  house  instead  of 
complying  with  notices — 2 

Action  under  P.H.  Acts  in  cases  of  houses  with  minor  defects  not 
remediable  under  Section  28,  1919 ;  Section  10  of  1923  ;  and 
Section  1  of  1925, 

Houses  found  with  defects— 0 

Houses  remedied  without  service  of  formal  notice — 0 
Houses  in  regard  to  which  formal  notices  were  served— 0 
Houses  made  satisfactory  after  formal  notice— 0 

Unfit  Houses— Action  under  Section  17  or  18,  1909;  Sections  9,  11,  14  of 
1925 

Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit — 3 
Houses  closed  voluntarily — 1 

Unfit  Houses  remedied  without  formal  notice— 0 

Houses  represented  to  Council  for  closing  orders— 2 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made — 2 

Houses  closed  after  service  of  closing  orders— 1 

Houses  made  fit  and  closing  order  determined  by  Council— 0 

Houses  demolished  voluntarily-  0 

Houses  for  which  demolition  orders  were  made— 0 

Houses  demolished  compulsorily— 0 

Appeals — 

Appeals  against  notices  under  Section  28,  1919,  or  Section  10,  1923,  or 
Section  3,  1925—0 

Appeals  against  closing  orders  under  Section  17,  1909  ;  Section  14  (4), 
1925—0 

Appeals  under  Section  17  (6)  1909,  or  Section  11  (6)  1325,  refusal  to 
determine  closing  orders — 0 

Appeals  against  demolition  orders,  Section  18,  1909  ;  Sec.  14,  1925—0 

Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of  1925  : — 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation,  Section  28,  1919  ;  Section 
10,  1923  ;  Section  1,  1925—20 

Houses  (recorded  under  “Housing”)  with  minor  defects  (Public 
Health  Acts)— 35  per  cent. 

Houses  totally  unfit  (Sections  17  and  18)  1909;  Sections  9,  11,  14, 
1925-8 


Other  action  in  regard  to  Housing  : — 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district — 1304 
Number  of  working-class  houses — 1272 

General  standard  compared  with  that  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
Manual  Vol.  1.,  1919  — Under 

Obstructive  Buildings.  —  Any  building  represented  by  M.O.H.  under 
Sec.  38  (1)  of  1890  ,  or  Sec.  19,  1925  Act  ? — None 
Result  of  action  (if  any)— 

Any  building  represented  by  Local  Government  Electors  under  Sec. 
38  (2),  or  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Parish  Council,  or  4  Government 
Electors  under  Section  10,  1925  Act — 

Unhealthy  Areas  —  Any  representations  under  part  1  or  II  of  the  1890 
Act  or  part  II.  of  1925  Act?  If  so,  give  particulars— None 

Re- construction  Schemes.-*- Have  L.A.  directed  any  to  be  prepared 
under  Sec.  39  of  1890  Act  or  part  II.  of  1925  Act?— No 

Conversion  of  Houses— Any  houses  required  for  division  into  separate 
tenements,  under  the  1919  Act  or  of  closed  houses  under  Section  4, 
1925  Act  ?  If  so,  give  particulars — None 

Penalty  on  re-letting  houses  ordered  to  be  closed— Any  action  under 
Section  12  of  1925  Act — None 

Unfit  Houses- — Any  complaints  by  Local  Government  Electors  under 
Sec.  31  of  1890  Act  as  amended  by  the  1923  Act  or  Section  10, 
1925— No 

Any  complaints  by  Parish  Council  under  Sec.  6  (2)  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1894— No 

Any  action  under  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1899  to  1923 — No 
Any  scarcity  of  houses,  if  so,  where  ?— Throughout  the  District. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses,  and  where  ? — Throughout  the 
District. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where? — None 
Any  regu’ations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms  under 
(Section  17  (7)  1909  Act,  or  under  Section  18,  1925— None 
Total  number  of  houses  built  in  the  district  under  state  aided  and  all 
conditions  in  1925  :— (a)  Working  Class  Dwellings— 25  (6)  Other — 0 

State-aided  Housing  Schemes. 

(a)  Scheme  under  1919  Act — Number  of  houses  erected  in  1925 — (1) 

By  Council — None  (2)  By  Private  Builders’  Subsidy — 25 

(b )  Scheme  under  1923  Act — 

Have  Council  propounded  a  scheme  under  this  Act — Yes 
Has  a  scheme  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  their 
approval — Yes  Has  it  been  approved — Yes 

If  scheme  is  approved,  please  enclose  particulars  of  same — Sub¬ 
sidizing  of  one  scheme  of  16  houses  and  two  schemes  of  20 
houses  each 

Is  assistance  given  to  private  individuals?  (a)  By  lump  sum — 
Yes.  If  so,  how  much— £75  on  Scheme  1,  £100  on  Schemes 
2  and  3.  {b)  By  annual  payments  for  20  years  of  £ — 

(c)  By  periodical  payments  to  a  Building  Society — 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  Local  Authority  under  this 
scheme  in  1925— Nil 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  Private  Persons  under  this 
scheme  in  1925 — 16  on  Scheme  1,  10  on  Scheme  2 
Number  of  houses  completed  by  Public  Utility  Societies  under 
this  scheme  in  1925— Nil 


(c)  Scheme  under  1924  Act. 

Number  of  houses  provisionally  approved  by  Ministry— None 
Number  of  houses  completed  under  special  conditions— None 
Number  of  houses  purchased  with  approval  of  Ministry — None 

Total  number  of  houses  provided  under  all  state  aided  schemes  in  1925 
—56 

Town  Planning. 

Have  Council  joined  a  Regional  Town  Planning  Committee  ?— No. 
If  so,  which  ? — 

Have  Council  passed  a  resolution  in  1925  deciding  to  prepare  a 
scheme  ? — No 

Any  scheme  contemplated  ? — No  If  so.  for  what  area? — 

Have  Council  propounded  a  scheme  in  1925  ?— No 

Has  a  scheme  been  finallv  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
1925  ?— No 

Has  a  scheme  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1925?— 

No  . 

Has  a  preliminary  statement  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  for  approval  ? — No 

Name  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to  make  inspections  under 
Article  II.  of  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910? — 
M.O.H. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  192J,  for  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PENISTONE, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 

1901,  in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1.— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Inspections. 


Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ...  ...  18 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 


Total  ...  ...  18 

Written  Notices,  None  ;  Occupiers  prosecuted,  None. 


2.— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  &  Workplaces 

Condition,  Fairly  Satisfactory. 


